
LEVEL IV SERVICES: CENTRAL 
SCREENING AND SELECTION 

for FCPS Families of Students in Grades 2-7

AART Name
AART email address 
School Name

Advanced Academic Programs
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-
overview/advanced-academic-programs

Advanced Academic 
Programs



Who is Mr. Misch?

1) State Department Dependent
2) UVA grad in Philosophy and a 

Masters in Teaching
3) Teacher w/FCPS for 27 years:

a) 22 years as a 5/6 grade teacher
b) 5 years as an AART and STEM    

Lab Coordinator at Freedom Hill



Who is Mr. Misch?

4) Avid Gardener and Environmentalist



Who is Mr. Misch

4) Husband and Father of Three Children



What is Giftedness?

Samuel Reshevsky



A Change in More than a Name

The FCPS 
Gifted 

Program
To Advanced 

Academics





A State Definition of Giftedness

"Gifted students" means those students in 
public elementary, middle, and secondary 
schools beginning with kindergarten through 
twelfth grade who demonstrate high levels of 
accomplishment or who show the potential
for higher levels of accomplishment when 
compared to others of the same age, 
experience, or environment.” 



Essential Questions
• What happens in AAP levels I-IV?
• What happens in the Level IV AAP 

classroom?
• What does it mean that a level IV 

referral file is considered 
holistically?

• What kind of work samples are 
helpful for the committee?

• What is the timeline for this 
process?

• What is my role in the process as 
a parent/guardian?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are here tonight to address questions that often come up as parents navigate the process for Identification and Placement in Level IV programs.



We match students to a level of service rather than label as “gifted” or not.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*Print the Continuum for your parents to reference*This infographic provides a description of the continuum of services offered by the Advanced Academic Programs in Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS).We have adopted this model in order to emphasize the importance of labeling services, not children, so that all children have the opportunity to work at a level of challenge that best meets their needs. There are multiple opportunities for students to access AAP curriculum - from the strategies used for all students in level I services - to the number of subject areas and frequency of curricular units used in levels II-IV.The full-time advanced academic program is differentiated in depth, breadth, and pace of instruction with a strong emphasis on critical and creative thinking, and problem solving.In order for your child to be placed in the full-time, level IV Advanced Academic program, they need to be approved by a central screening committee because the expectations are high in all four core subjects.



Math Sequence



What happens 
in Advanced 
Academic 
Programs 
levels I-IV?



Level I:  Critical and Creative Thinking Skills 
For All Students

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These 9 thinking strategies help students to process content in any subject area and provide a foundational toolbox of strategies for critical and creative thinking.  These are used with all FCPS students K-12They are posted on the Advanced Academic Programs web page and are great for parents to reinforce at home in discussions.  *Explain how YOUR school implements CCT lessons (quarterly, monthly, by AART, by classroom teacher, in specials, etc.*



Examples of 
Instructional Strategies to Support

AAP Services (Levels I-IV)

Debono’s Thinking Hats

RAFT and GRASPS

Think-Tac-Toe

Socratic Seminar

Concept-Based Instruction

Cubing

Synectics

SCAMPER

Questioning

Project Based Learning

Creative Problem Solving

Visible Thinking Routines

Academic Conversations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are instructional strategies that may be used in conjunction with any level of service that will support students who need additional challenge in particular lessons.  Concept-Based Instruction has long been a foundational piece of AAP curriculum development - and is now one of the four quadrants of the FCPS Learning Model for all students.  Many are examples of the 9 CCT strategies - for example:DeBono’s Hats is a way and RAFTs are strategies for looking at point of viewSocratic Seminar dives more deeply into questioning and flexible thinkingSynectics are a protocol to create a variety of types of analogiesSCAMPER is a way to develop flexible thinking and originalityThe Advanced Academic Programs office and the AART may provide trainings on these instructional strategies to deepen student learning.



Multiple Entry Points for AAP Curriculum

Differentiated Curriculum 
Framework
● Grades K-6
● Teachers select resources from 

this menu to use with students
● All Four Core Content Areas

High-Impact AAP Lessons
● Grades 3-6
● Same as K-2, but calls out 

specific units in each content area 
and is embedded in General 
Education Planning and Pacing 
Guides.

● All Four Core Content Areas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each grade level (K-6) has a curriculum and resources framework for each of the four core subject areas.While all resources are research-based as beneficial for advanced learners, access to pieces of these curriculum units is beneficial for all FCPS students and aligns to the FCPS learning model and Portrait of a Graduate.  Classroom teachers may access resources from this menu in general education classes.  AARTs use the curriculum with identified students.  The curriculum is used full-time in level IV.  Professional development on how to use the units is provided by the Advanced Academic Programs office.  AARTs provide ongoing support to teachers in implementing and helping teachers to differentiate according to student needs in general ed classrooms.  



What happens 
in the Level IV 
Advanced 
Academic 
Programs 
classroom?



Full-Time Level IV Services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each grade level K-6 has a curriculum frameworks for differentiated instruction.The same curriculum is used for levels II, III, and IV services – but the differences are in how many subjects and whether it’s full-time or part-time.The level IV program uses resources in all 4 academic content areas on a full time basis.  Eg. M3 is the core instructional resource for level IV mathematics.  Where there are places that need additional support, teachers will use Origo or other resources listed in the Advanced Mathematics Planning and Pacing Guide.The mathematics curriculum is accelerated by one grade level and readings and resources that are used in other subject areas are also presented at advanced levels.



Best Practices in Identification

The best identification 
practices rely on multiple 
criteria …

● multiple types of 
information 

● multiple sources of 
information

considered holistically
nothing is weighted

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When a file is put together for level IV screening, there are multiple sources of information.  No one piece of information will find a student eligible or ineligible – rather the file in its entirety is looked at to determine if there is enough evidence to show that full-time services are needed. 



What does it mean 
that a level IV 
referral file is 
considered 
holistically?



Screening File Contents

1. Summary Sheet
2. Referral Form 
3. Gifted Behaviors 

Rating Scale with 
Commentary

4. Progress Reports 
(1 ¼ years)

1. Parent/Guardian 
Questionnaire 
(optional)

6. Ability Test Results
7. Additional Optional 

Test Results
8. Student Work 

Samples
9. Awards, letters of 

recommendation 
(optional)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ll go over each of these pieces of information that are contained in a screening file in the next couple of slides.  Please know that parents can get a copy of the file that was submitted after it has been completely put together.  This can come in handy both for you to have for your personal records as well as if you decide later on to appeal a ineligible decision.Holistically means that all of the pieces noted above will be considered as a whole - as a picture of the student - as committee members determine whether a student needs are best met in levels II, III, or IV.  It is also important to note that it is not a single person who makes the determination.  A committee of six professionals will read all of the file contents to come to a decision.



Referral Form

Parent/guardians may 
submit an Advanced 
Academic Programs 

Level IV Referral Form
for the full-time program 
available in Grades 3-8. 

Referral forms are 
accepted 

9/28/2018 - 01/10/2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The referral form initiates the screening process for any student who is not in the 2nd grade pool.The deadline for submitting this form is firm. JANUARY 10, 2019.  If you want your student screened, you can turn this in any day from the first day of school through the screening deadline.  There are not exceptions to the screening deadline.If you submit a referral and your 2nd grader is in the pool, the referral form can provide another piece of parent insight into the file as a whole.  



Forms on Public Web

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parents can find the Level IV Referral form on the public website. From the Advanced Academic Programs Overview page, click on the blue callout bar that reads: “Identification and Placement Forms”. Scroll ALL the way to the bottom of the page where all of the AAP forms are to find the Level IV Referral form and the Parent/Guardian Questionnaire.



Gifted Behavior Rating Scale (GBRS)

4 Categories:
Exceptional Ability to Learn

Exceptional Application of Knowledge
Exceptional Creative/Productive Thinking

Exceptional Motivation to Succeed
Changes for the 2018-2019 school year:
● There are no longer number ratings related to the GBRS.  This is to focus 

attention on the descriptor for how frequently a student exhibits the noted 
behaviors and reduce confusion that the categories are directly connected to 
the progress report

● The addition of the word “observed” underneath each category word to reflect 
that this represents school observations at this time

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The GBRS committee is comprised of staff from the school who know your student.  At least 3 members will be on the committee – the AART, the classroom teacher, and an administrator.  Others may physically sit in on the committee, but input is invited from all specialists and the prior year’s teacher where possible.  Committees come to a consensus on the attribute ratings on this document.  The AART (in collaboration with the GBRS committee) will indicate on the GBRS with Commentary the frequency of observed behaviors and provide supporting anecdotes/comments of examples from when the student has exhibited particular behaviors in the commentary.There are 4 categories:-Exceptional ability to learn-Exceptional application of knowledge-Exceptional creative/productive thinking-Exceptional motivation to succeedParents do not fill out this form, however, they may see the completed GBRS with Commentary if they request a copy of the completed screening file.



Parent Guardian Questionnaire 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The parent guardian questionnaire is the parents’ opportunity to share information about their student.  It is only really useful to the committee if parents include an example in the blank space (not just checking the boxes).  



Parent Guardian Questionnaire:

2e (Twice Exceptional)
Students in Grades K through 
12 who demonstrate high 
performance ability or 
academic potential and who 
have a cognitive, physical, 
behavioral, or emotional 
disability that requires 
accommodations in order for 
their potential to be realized.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you believe your student may be twice exceptional, or has another special consideration that you wish to bring to the committee’s attention, please indicate it here on the PG Questionnaire. Additional context helps the committee to understand the unique needs of your student when they’re looking at the file but we leave that up to families to share in the file.  The school will not otherwise include IEP or special education information in the file.  That is left up to the parent.  FCPS does have a focus on providing services to 2e students within the level of service they are found eligible for – If a student requires accommodations, those will be provided in a level IV classroom.



Ability Testing

FCPS Testing:  
• NNAT (Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test) 

Administered November* of Grade 1

• CogAT (Cognitive Abilities Test) 
Administered October of Grade 2

➢ Students must have one nationally normed ability test 
score on file to be screened for Level IV services.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NNAT is given in November of grade 1.The CogAT is given in the fall of grade 2.Scores from these collective administrations are analyzed at the central office level to determine the pool benchmark for the 2nd grade pool.  The pool benchmark can change from year to year.  Ex – the past two years it has been 132 on the composite of the CogAT or the single NNAT score.  In years prior, it has been other numbers or a subtest score.  The pool benchmark is a “starting place” as part of FCPS’s universal screening practice to capture a starting place for screening.   There is not an advantage for students in the pool.  All files are mixed (pool and referral) when committees are screening.  Since no one single data point can find a student eligible or ineligible, the pool is not an advantage.  HOWEVER: students only need one (1) abilities test score on file to be screened.



FCPS Grade 2 Screening Pool

● An internal screening pool is established using the Naglieri Nonverbal 
Abilities Test  (NNAT) from Grade 1 and the FCPS Cognitive Ability 
Test (CogAT) Custom Form, Grade 2. 

● Parents of students in the second grade screening pool receive a 
letter notifying them that their child will be screened for the full-time 
advanced academic program.  Parents may decline screening. 

● The screening pool benchmark is often announced very close to the 
referral deadline as test results may not be available. Do not wait for 
the screening pool - submit a referral.

● There are not exceptions to the deadline for level IV referrals, even 
with extenuating circumstances. 

Parents who want their student screened for level IV services are 
encouraged to submit a referral to initiate Level IV screening 

without waiting for pool information to be mailed.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two paths to screening:1.  All second grade students take the Cognitive Abilities Test and the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test – these test scores are used to create a second grade screening pool of candidates who are automatically screened for the Level IV center program.2.  However, it is important to emphasize that students in grades 3 – 7 and second grade students who are not in the screening pool, may be referred by parents, teachers, or administrators. Even if a student is in the pool, it is still helpful to have a referral as it affords the committee additional parent perspective.  This will also ensure that a deadline is not missed if a student “isn’t” in the pool (that information isn’t provided until very close to and sometimes after the deadline b/c of reliance on scoring from outside vendors).  NOTE: If a student takes the NNAT in 2nd grade, even if their score is above benchmark, they will not automatically be included in the pool – a referral will need to be made.  Only test scores from the normal administration windows (grade 1 NNAT in Nove and FCPS Cognitive Ability Test Custom Form Grade 2 in October), are considered for the pool.



Private Ability Tests
• A parent/guardian may seek private testing through a 
state-licensed clinical psychologist or through George 
Mason University (GMU).  
• If GMU is not used, a copy of the clinical psychologist’s 
state-license must be included with the test results.

List of Approved Ability Tests

Group Tests
Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 
Otis-Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT) 

Individually Administered Tests
Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children
(WISC IV, WISC V)
Cognitive Assessment System (CAS)
Kaufman Assessment Battery
Differential Ability Scale (DAS)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If parents want outside testing included in the file, it can either come from another school district and be clearly labeled as such be from GMU’s Cognitive Assessment Program, or be submitted with a copy of the license of the licensed clinical psychologist who administered the test.  Only individual ability tests are accepted from licensed clinical psychologists (not group tests).



What kind of 
work samples are 
helpful for 
consideration?



Guidelines
Minimum 2 pages submitted by the school
• 1 sample must be the result of:

a) the student working with one of the 9 critical and 
creative thinking strategies –OR—

b) the student working with a resource from the AAP 
Curriculum Framework for levels II-IV (e.g. Clarion, M3, 
Jacob’s Ladder, Document Based Questions)

• The second sample may be:
a) Another work sample related to critical and creative 

thinking or problem solving
b) A writing sample
c) A sample showing student strengths

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2 pages will come from the school – more if the parent does not submit and there are additional samples available from classroom work.



The other four pages of work samples 
may be submitted by the school or by 
the parent.  
Work samples should showcase student strengths in a 
variety of subject areas.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is best to share samples in multiple content areas.  Although art samples that show creativity or a strong sense of design are helpful, please keep in mind this is an academic program and samples from content areas are helpful for the screening committee.



Guidelines (continued)

Pages must be single-sided, 8 ½ x 11”. 

Pages must be 2-dimensional only; However, a photograph 
of a 3D work sample is acceptable.

Multiple pages may be copied to one page as long as it is 
large enough to read.  Or, a single page from a multi-page 
work sample may be included.

Copies or originals are acceptable. 
(Work samples will not be returned.)

It is helpful to write a brief sentence or two that highlights 
what the committee should notice about the sample

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When parents submit samples, please follow these guidelines.  These are also found in the parent information packet.Please note: This is not an opportunity to meet with your child’s classroom teacher to discuss work samples, GBRS, or what work samples you should submit.  This is a parental decision that the teacher, administrators, or AART cannot be involved in.  If a parent submits too many samples I will contact you to come back to the school to select the work samples you wish to include.  



Math Sample from Mentoring Young 
Mathematicians (M2): Grade 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is from a 2nd grade student.It utilizes math vocabulary related to the concept and shows understanding of the big idea.The student supports their answer with an example.



Math Non-Sample

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the 4th grade student completing this sample scored perfectly, the work shows a rote process.  This type of work does not showcase the type of problem-solving thinking that would be good evidence for needing full-time placement in a level IV center.Instead, showcasing a single problem that requires the student apply mathematics concepts to problem solve would be preferred.



Language Arts: Encapsulation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an encapsulation of chapter 18 of the book Bud, Not Buddy, whereby the student put important ideas from the chapter on a license plate.This sample would be stronger if there was a short blurb pointing out that it was using the encapsulation strategy  and verbalizing some of the symbolic ideas represented.  



Language Arts Non-Sample

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This word study sample shows the student does well sorting words and using them in sentences.  It is not a strong language arts sample.  A stronger sample might include literary analysis,  creativity, persuasive writing, etc.



Social Studies:  Johnoglyphics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A 3rd grade student created the following system, modeled on hieroglyphics, to teach toddlers to read.In addition to connections to Social Studies content, this work sample shows fluency and elaboration in an original solution to a problem. 



Social Studies Non-Sample

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This sample shows the student is able to recall information about the 3 branches of government.A preferred work sample might include:  analysis of a primary source document, relating to different points of view in past or current events, making intra- or inter-disciplinary connections related to Social Studies content, etc.



Other Work Samples: Grade 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This student created a series of adventures for his character, Mr. Magnet. He is quite clever in the way he applies his knowledge of magnets and historical events.



Other Work Samples: Mind Map, Grade 4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This student created a mind map sharing information about herself - she used geometric shapes to house her ideas. This sample shows a strong sense of color, design, and symbolism.The committee will compare this to what they know about student work at a similar age.



Other Work Sample: FOFE
Scranimals Response, Grade 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This student created a Cheetahbot with speed, power, and agility (advanced vocabulary for grade 2) and a sonic roar.



What is the timeline 
for this process?



Referral Timeline: Spring 2019

January 10, 2019 Level IV Referral Form and optional 
screening materials due to Advanced Academic Resource 
Teacher (AART) at attending elementary school.
Reminder:  No exceptions to the deadline.

March 2019 Central Selection Committee meets 
April 4-5, 2019 Eligibility decisions mailed.  No decisions are 
shared via phone or email. 
April 10-30, 2019 Orientations held at Level IV sites
May 10, 2019 Appeals due to office 
Fall 2019 Eligible students in Grades 3-8 may attend full-time 
sites beginning first semester

For currently enrolled FCPS students in Grades 2-7.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the timeline as a one-pager. We will go through each of the six steps in the Level IV referral process next.



Step1
Referrals for students in Grades 2-7 
are due by January 10 – submit to 
AART or administrator at local school  

Second grade parents are notified of screening pool the beginning of January.

Optional materials are due for Pool or 
Referral students by January 10

Submit to AART

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will not receive a letter if your child is not in the pool.If you are in the pool and do not wish for your child to be screened, a parent can opt out of screening.There is no advantage to being in the screening pool – it merely gives a starting point for screening files and guarantees that students whose parents may not be aware of the referral process are not missed for consideration.All parents can submit optional information (parent/guardian questionnaire, work samples and certificates according to guidelines) by January 10.



Step2
School Based Committee meets to 
complete GBRS with Commentary
and assemble screening files (Jan-
Feb 2019)
Central Selection Committee meets 
over multiple days to screen about 
1,000 files/day (March 2019)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The school committee will complete the GBRS with commentary.I will pull together all other information (file summary sheet, test data sheet, progress reports, school work samples) and submit the completed file to the AAP office.A central selection committee – consisting of AARTs, Level IV center teachers, administrators, special education, ESOL, psychologists, counselors, and social workers reviews each file followed by an oversight committee.Each file is read by a committee of 6 individuals with a variety of roles/perspectives.  Each person marks eligible or ineligible based on their read of the file holistically.  It takes 4 people to have consensus on a file - either eligible or ineligible.  No one from the child’s school is involved in screening their file. Files for students who are found ineligible are reviewed by an oversight committee that consists of central office staff.



Step3
Eligibility decisions are mailed to 
families early April 2019

Because of the holistic screening process and volume of 
files screened, individual reasons for decisions are not 

provided.  

If a student is ineligible, directions for appeals are included 
in the mailing.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All parents/guardians receive notification of the decision of the central selection committee through the mail by the early April.There is not a detailed report given as to why a student may or may not have been found eligible, as the decision is made by a majority of 6 people who read the file on their own using a holistic case study approach.



Eligibility Letters will 
contain:

• Date for Level IV 
orientation

• Form for accepting 
placement 
to be returned to 
the AAP office

Permission form must be returned by 
May 3  

Step4
Orientations for 
Eligible Students
and
Accepting Placement



Step5
Appeals must be postmarked by 

May 10, 2019
New information must be provided in an appeal. The original file 
will be pulled and considered side-by-side with new information.  

Parents submit the appeal directly to the AAP office via U.S. Mail 
or a comparable delivery service only.  

The local school is not involved in the appeal process.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A necessary component for the appeal is new information not included in the original screening file.  New information might consist of additional testing such as an individual intelligence test, a letter from an adult who knows the child’s advanced ability, student work samples, awards/honors. The original file will be pulled out and considered side-by-side with new information.  You do not need to provide a copy of the file.  Parents submit the appeal directly to the AAP office via U.S. Mail.  The school is not involved in the appeal process.



Step6
Appeals decisions are 
mailed by June 3

The decision of the appeals 
committee is final.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parents who submit an appeal receive a decision in writing in June.  As you can see, every child’s files receives a very thorough screening and review.The decision of the appeals committee is final, however, parents may refer their child again the following year.



What is my role in 
the process as a 
parent/guardian?

Initiate the Level IV 
Referral process by 
submitting the Level IV 
Referral Form. 

January 10 is the 
LAST DAY you may 
submit the referral -
no exceptions to the 
deadline!

Collect and submit work 
samples that showcase 
your child’s thinking.

Look for samples that 
display thinking and 
problem solving 
processes.



Questions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for your time.  I will now take questions that are for the good of the group.



www.fcps.edu
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-overview/advanced-academic-programs

AART Name
****@fcps.edu
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