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Center v. Local Level IV

★ All Level IV programs adhere to the 
same curriculum outlined by the FCPS, 
Advanced Academic office

★ Likewise, all teachers receive the same 
professional development and training 
sessions  to teach these materials

★ Most FCPS schools without a center 
program offer local level IV services 

★ Scott’s philosophy...



The only variables!
1. The number of Level IV center-eligible students

2. Local Program – maintain neighborhood relationships 
with families

3. The teacher

What has the 
biggest impact 

on student 
achievement and 
happiness?  THE 

TEACHER!!!



Rising 3rd grade students: The 
significance of selecting our local 

program on class size

★ 23 Level IV center-eligible rising 3rd grade 
students

★ If at least 50% of these students stay, we will 
most likely qualify for another classroom, 
reducing class size to approximately 23

★ Do students ever come back?  Yes - two 
already for next year





★ Each grade level takes their own grade 
level language arts SOL

★ Each grade level takes their own grade 
level science and/or social studies SOL

★ 3rd and 4th grade take their grade level 
math SOL

★ 5th and 6th grade take the next grade 
level SOL only in math





A Closer look at our current model

★ Automatically place eligible students, then 

use protocol to determine candidates for 

remaining seats for the AAP homeroom

★ Flexible grouping in math (accelerated) and 

reading groups as needed

★ Other grade level teachers are infusing 

AAP curriculum and resources as 

appropriate





Instruction in the AAP 
Classroom 

★ Accelerate the pace of teaching and learning

★ Compact basic knowledge and skills 

★ Provide opportunities to make choices to 
explore deeper understandings and apply new 
knowledge

★ Promotes inquiry and encourages risk-taking









Mathematics ★ Conceptual 
Understanding

★ “Bigger 
Picture” 
Instruction

★ Process 
Goals



AAP Curriculum Resources

Language Arts

Math
★ Groundworks 
★ Great Expectations
★ Project M3
★ Puddle Question
★ Wm & Mary - Beyond 

Base 10

★ Jacob’s Ladder
★ Caesar’s English
★ Socratic Seminar
★ Touchpebbles/Touchstones
★ Great Debate
★ Reading Above
★ Jr. Great Books
★ Navigator Novels
★ Wm & Mary Units of 

Study

Social Studies
★ William and Mary Units of Study
★ Document Based Inquiry (DBQ)

Science
★ Jason’s Project
★ William and Mary Units of 

Study





To assist students with building the FCPS Portrait of a 
Graduate skills
● With generous PTA support and donations from local high 

schools, FHES has a significant increase in access to digital 
tools. 

● Grades 3-6 classrooms will have a 1 : 1 laptop to student ratio.
● BYOD will continue to provide supplemental tools. 

Digital Tools



Learning Management Systems
● Students and teachers rely on Google Classroom 

for communication and ease of digital learning. 

In Language Arts
● Students use MyOn for access to hundreds of 

digital texts. 
● Programs like Wixie allow students to author and 

illustrate their own stories.

In Mathematics 
● Students practice new learning using digital 

manipulatives and the adaptive learning program, 
Dreambox Learning, will allow them to reinforce, 
extend, or remediate new learning while playing.

Digital Tools



Digital Tools
With increased access to digital tools, students will have daily 

opportunities to... 

Build 21st century 
skills 

Experience a 
personalized learning 

environment

Engage in digital 
citizenship lessons, 
explicitly teaching 

safe digital decision 
making



STEM Lab with Franz Misch 
★ STEM = Science, Technology, Engineering, & Math
★ Focus on 21st century skills – the 4 Cs

○ Collaboration
○ Communication
○ Critical thinking
○ Creativity 

★ Portrait of a 
Graduate attributes

★ Problem-based 
learning





   Level 3 Pull-out Classes
Students who are eligible
for Level 3 Services and
who are not in the Local
Level IV class have one
session a week with the
AART, Mr. Misch. Level 3
pull-out classes primarily
use curriculum from the
Level IV program.



PTA and School-sponsored 
After/Before School Enrichment 
Classes 
★ Foreign Language Clubs
★ Mathnasium 
★ Jr. Robotics
★ Fun with Drawing
★ Book Club
★ Chess Club
★ Kids Run the Nation 
★ Hip Hop
★ Photography 
★ Math League 
★ Athletics



PTA-sponsored Events!



PTA-sponsored Events!



Special Guest Speakers!

Please welcome:

Jennifer Liu

Marnie Fienberg

Neha Desai

Jennifer King 





REMINDER!

⦿ Decisions for eligible Level IV students to 
attend our assigned Center or continue at 
FHES in our Local Level IV program must 
be submitted to AAP Office by May 3rd, 
Once submitted, it is a one-year 
commitment.  

⦿ Stay current with our website, blog, 
Twitter, and News You Choose!!!



The Testing Camera
https://youtu.be/PABNMIG5VJc

https://youtu.be/PABNMIG5VJc



